Coral Reef Ecology—Key Vocabulary
Students: Draw pictures to support your learning of key vocabulary words from the Gizmos Investigation.

	Glossary Term
	Definition
	Picture

	Corals
(“kor-uhls”)
	Corals are tiny animals with hard exoskeletons (outsides) that live in the ocean and form large structures called reefs.
	

	Algae

(“al-jee”)
	Algae are tiny plant-like organisms that get energy from sunlight through photosynthesis.
	

	Symbiotic relationship

(“sim-bee-ah-tik ree-lay-shuhn-ship”)
	A symbiotic relationship is when organisms of two different species live together in a close relationship, and at least one organism benefits (is helped).
	

	Food web

(“food web”)
	A food web is a diagram that shows how energy flows through an ecosystem.
	

	Predator

(“preh-dah-tur”)
	A predator is an organism that hunts, kills, and eats other organisms to get energy.
	

	Prey

(“pray”)
	Prey are organisms that become food for predators.
	

	Biotic factors

(“bahy-ah-tik fact-ors”)
	Biotic factors are the living parts of an ecosystem.
	

	Abiotic factors

(“ey-bahy-ah-tik fact-ors”)
	Abiotic factors are the nonliving parts of an ecosystem.
	

	Coral bleaching

(“kor-uhl blee-ching”)
	Coral bleaching happens when corals become stressed by environmental changes, and they expel (get rid of) their symbiotic algae.
	

	Logging

(“lahg-ing”)
	Logging is the practice of cutting down trees to use the wood.
	

	Sediments

(“sed-uh-muhnts”)
	Sediments are tiny pieces of sand, soil, plants, or wastes from living things.
	

	Nutrients

(“noo-tree-uhnts”)
	Nutrients are chemical substances that living things need for energy, growth, and health.
	

	Sewage

(“soo-ij”)
	Sewage is wastewater that contains everything that people flush down a toilet or pour down a drain.
	

	Algae bloom

(“al-jee bloom”)
	An algae bloom happens when a population of algae suddenly overgrows, leading to low oxygen levels in the water.
	

	Invasive species

(“in-vay-siv spee-shees”)
	An invasive species is a non-native organism that lives in and disrupts an ecosystem where it has no natural predators.
	

	Biodiversity

(“bye-oh-di-vur-si-tee”)
	Biodiversity refers to the variety of living things on Earth or in a particular ecosystem. Scientists consider biodiversity an important measure of ecosystem health and stability.
	



